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. The crowds which have been attend-
E Ing the initial games of baseball prove
1 the game still holds the right to be
ﬂl}d national.

The British press has had a great deal
[0 Bsay, first and last, about a war of

oés In the United States. It looks now
if it were likgly to occur in Africa.

Tac

In charging the city librarian with
Jack of discipline and at the same time
refu to glve her autherity to enforce
4t the School Board convicts itself of ex-

treme littieness,

i "Two-thirds of every dollar received by
1 railroads for transportation goes to
some kind of manual labor, which
prove that that element has a

or interest in their business than all

$:7

i '_?ﬁ long as it costs the postal depart.
ment 321,250,150 to carry the matter en-
‘ at second-class rates and only
L $8,063,153 Is recelved for the carriage, it
48 useless to talk about one-cent letter
‘Dostan:

L

. « The people who desire a radical change
in the methods of the School Board
- Should see 1O it that good men are se-
‘dected for candidates and that persons
> not make themselves candidates who

e no aptitude for such affairs.

!, t. Louis will provide 00 seats for
‘ne aper men at the Republican na-
convedtion, while at the Demo-

¢ conventlon Chicago will provide
only 250. The Republican party always
‘@id know best how to treat the press. ¢

. Any agreement which may be made
_ i the Spanish authorities on the basis
‘Of the inguguraton of reforms. which
will give Cuba something of self-gov-
rament will be of little value. Liberal
ad falr government is a thing unigpown
10 those who rule Spain.

" Because of the doubt which the silver
tion has created in regard to our
8, British consols bearing 2% per
epnt., reverting in a few years to 2%
r cent., are selling in London at 111,
fle United States fours, with twenty-
years to run, command no more

pan 11714,

P Many people will be surprised te learn
‘that It is a misdemeanor in Florida for
& person to teach white and colored chil-
in the same school. Such, however,

the cage, and the American Missionary
ssociaton has carried the outrageous
Jaw to the Supreme Court in the hope of
ring it set aside.

41

or Tillman, of South Carolina, is

L §6 speak In St. Louis to-morrow night,
gund a local paper says “the indications
are that the great auditorium will not
e able to hold the people who want to
r the distinguished South Caro-

L]

pian.” Distinguished for what except

8, violence and vituperation?
- —

 Pope Leo seems to be sincerely and ar-
< y in favor of peace between the na-
tions. His offer of mediation to bring
about a settlement of the troubles in
caba will doubtless recelve more re-
: ' ful attention from the Spanish gov-
ernment than would a similar offer from
‘any other quarter, yet it is not lkely to
be accepted.

wd 3

.\
. A dispatch from Towa announces that
farmer with a college education has
piurned a comparatively worthless plece
f metal into real gold by a few hours’
fon of X rays. If gold can be
de so cheaply the advocate of cheap
morey will scon be genouncing the sil-
irite with the =ame epithets he now

to the gold bug.

. Mr. John J. Harrison, the recently
ted city librarian, in declining to ac-

the position has done what any

1sib self-respecting man would do
under circumstances. He' learned
isile hére that the Board of School
Commigsioners was a discrédited body,
ny it few, if any, of its acts met public
jpproval, that changes of a radical kind
were lkely to be made in its member-
| i y and management and that many of
fis proceedings were likely to be set
‘aside at the first opportunity. He also
saw that if the present majority should
:"‘ dn In control he was not likely to be
given proper authority over the Institu-
‘tlon, and that he would encounter the
gme difficulties Miss Browning has met
gith. He came here in good faith, with-

¢ doubt, and is in nowise to blame ‘or
stion his appointment stirred
deserves sympathy for having
ittingly made a vietim by the
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e made & satisfactory officer, but as
® he was handicapped and wisely de-
d to put himself into an unfavorable
jon. ‘As for the board, it is now in a
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 Under other auspices he might |

" Certalnly, it can find no H- til
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competency that it would refrain from
the transaction of further business for
the next two months and leave its af-
fairs for the new and, it is to be hoped,
more efficient commissioners to look
after. :

A METHODIST STORM CENTER.

S —

It does not require unusual expertness
in reading between the lines of the Jour-
nal's Methodist exchanges to foresee that
the sessions of the General Conference
which Is to convene in Cleveland, O., on
May 6 will be stormy. Scarcely a single
feature of the polity that is peculiar to
that church has escaped criticismm within
the last year or two, while some of its
most distinctive peculiarities have been
so assailed by leading men of the church
as to forebode a determination to seek
reform at any cost. These criticisms
are neot all new, some of the questions
irvolved having been under discussion a
hundred years or more, but hitherto they
have been parried by the general answer
that the chdrch is successful under them,
henoe a change would be hazardous; but
now it is more than doubtful whether
what is called e¢onservatism can any
longer resist them. ;

First in point of time, but not in im-
portance, comes the woman question, for
it must be met if. not fought to a finish
at the organization. REight years ago
five women presented the usual creden-
tials as members-elect, assuming that
the word “layman” as used in the Disci-
pline was used generally and without
reference to sex. This gave occasion for
the bishops to assume an guthority
which was new. and unprovided for.
While they rightfully had no more au-
thority to interfere with the matter than
the Archbishop of Canterbury had, they
instructed the organizing secretary to
not call their names at the organization,
finding their only precedent in the action
of the Democratic secretary of the In-
diama Senate a4 number of years ago,

| Wwho omitted tp call the name of Senator

Burson on a trumped-up challenge, thus
giving the organization into the han'ds of
the Democrats. It was such a surprise
that no one was prepared to protest at
the moment; besides, its work was ac-
complished, and a protest would have
avalled nothing, but the usurpation of
authority has since been so ventilated in
a thousand ways that it is safe to pre-
dict no such scheme will be resorted to
at Cleveland, and that the names of
three women who have been elected and
duly furnished with certificates will be
called when the roll is first called, and
then will begin a most acrimonious dis-
cussion with the women Iin, not out, as
on the former occasion. That they will
remain in can hardly be questioned, but
the storm will be none the less fierce,
for their opponents have resolved to die
in the last ditch, and the New York
Christian Advocate, called the great offi-
cial, has more than intimated that under
some contingencies they may be justi-
fiable in withdrawing from the church
if it becomes the settled policy of the
church to admit women to the General
Conference. The developments of the
last few days will tend to Intensify, not
to mitigate, the antagonisms ofsthe par-
ties to this discussion. Some claim that
the question of admission will be as
original a question as iti was in 1888, that
and the decision of ineligibility which
followed having Aothing to da with the
status of the question to-day. Others
maintain that that decision cannot be
disregarded unless, by the consent of
three-fourths of the travellng preachers,
the constitution is so amended as to
specifically authorize their admission, al-
though the decision In 1888 was by so
narrow a majority that if two laymen
who voted in the aflirmative had voted
in the negative the resolution declaring
them ineligible would have failed: and
women would have been thenceforward
eligible, without further question.

The status of the episcopacy will be
more than an open question: it will be
a burning question. It seems hardly
probable, if one judges from the critl-
clsms of the office and the officers which
have appeared lately in all the period-
icals of the church, ffom the ponderous
Review to the humblest Advocate on the
list, that one in a hundred, if one in a
thousand, of the ministers or laity of the
church cordially approves every feature
of the eplscopacy as it now exists. From
the beginning some phases of, it have
been unsatisfactory to a large per cent.
of the church, leading to several seces-
sions, some of which resulted in the or-
ganization of large and prosperous non-
episcopal Methodist churches. The life
tenure of the office, which has long
elicited severe criticism, is not provided
for by any law of the church. It was
simply assumed by Bishop Asbury, the
first bishop, in Imifation of the bishops
of the Catholic Church and the Church
of England, while ostentatiously avow-
ing all the time that in Methodist polity
it is only an office, not an order, and the
early preachers did not protest because
of his pre-eminent fitness for the office.
Those that followed naturally enough as-
sumed the same prerogative, and thus
by usage, not by law, and out of har-
mony with every other office In the
church, it has come to be claim ¥ the
bishope and conceded by those who hope
to be bishops to Be a lifetime office’
though for a half century or more the
claim has been quegtioned with a grow-
ing sentiment against it until in 1888 the
question was referred to the judiclary
committee, most of whom were candl-
dates at the time for the episcopacy,
and who were yoted for a few days
later. The majority report, of course, fa-
vored the contention of the bishops,
while the minority report, signed by
some of the best civil juriatn.ln the coun-
try, contended that there was no justifi-
cation for it in any of the statutes of the
church. That question will be up again
at the comihg General Conference,
coupled with several other questions af-
fecting the present prerogatives of the
bishops, not the least of which will be
a proposition to take from them the ex-
clusive right to assign the preachers to

their respective flelds of labor. It is ex-.
; | have prevented him from inflicting such
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who feared the growing popularity of
ference fixed a limit to the time a
preacher might remain in one charge.
This was.at first and for a long time
two years, then three years, then five,
which is the present limit. All aleng
leading ministers and leading local
churches have believed that this is un-
wise, They claim that, however profit-
able short pastorates may have been
when the work of the church was mostly
in the rural districts and among pioneer
settlers, they are detrimental to a proper
development of church life and pros-
perity in towns, and especially in large
cities, For example, the Methodists of
Indianapolis feel that while for the last
fifty years or more their pulpits have
been filled by men whose scholarship and
preaching ability were equal to the best,
no Methodist pastor has ever been able
to take such a hold on the moral, social
and educational forces of the city as
MeCulloech, Rondthaler, Hyde, Dobbs,
Peters, Bessonles and other pastors have
had, whose tenure of office was not so
arbitrarily fixed at the beginning as to
corstitute them necessarily birds of pas-
sage. Even the good they are doing is
often neutralized by the assurance they
must soon leave, giving demagogues oc-
casion to parry their assaults upon social
and political crimes by calling them
“itinerant vagabonds,” as was done a
few years ago by a leader of the lawless.
It is somewhat paradoxical that the men
who are most opposed to the removal of
this time limit are the men who by their
offices are themselves removed from it—.
birshops, and editors, and secretaries, the
most conspicuous ‘of whom is the editor
of the New York Advocate, who has al-
ready been sixteen years in his office,
and is a candidate for re-election unless
his brethren choose to make him a
bishop.

But the storm center is likely to rage
around the question what to do with the
laymen. From the beginning Methodist
laymen have clamored for recognition in
the ccuncils of the church, which to this
day has been wholly denied them,
Though this denial has contributed to
several large secessions from the church
and has been the cause of driving many
from its communion who were doctrin-
ally and by birthright Methodists, yet
the preachers continue to deny them any
participation whatever in the govern-
ment of the church. A somewhat plaus-
fble pretense in this direction was at-
tempted in 1872 by providing for what
is called lay representation, in which
there is not a particle of representation
of the laity of the church. The so-called
lay representatives are chosen by the
quarterlly conferences, which are com-
posed of traveling preachers and of local
officers of the church, every one of whom
is directly or indirectly the creature of
the pastors, not even th2 trustees or
Sunday school superintendents or Ep-
worth League presidents being entitled
to seats until first approved by the quar-
terly conference. In Jaddition to this
they constitute less than one-third of the
body itself, so that their influence is b1t
nominal at best, some of the most im-
portant committees being almost wholly
of ministers, as, for example, the com-
mittee on the episcopacy. The laity has
been asking for at least equal repre-
sentation, being willing to waive the
method of election, but it was declided
by the ministers that that was a ques-
tion which could be settled only by sub-
mitting it to a vote of the traveling.
preachers; if three-fourths of these
would consent it might be done, but in-
stead of the requisite three-fourths it re-
ceived less than one-third. This is the
situation at present, but the laymen are
in no mood to leave it thus. There is a
concerted movement on their part, not to
abandon the church on account of this
lack of appreciation, but to reform the
polity of the church so as to bring it
into harmony with American thought.
As this is impossible under such pro-
visions as that which allows one-fourth
of the traveling preachers to prevent
any change in the constitution, they
have proposed, by a liberal circulation
of literature outside of the church period-
icals, to provide for a commission for re-
vising the constitution outside and inde-
pendent of the provisions of the present
constitgtion. They contend if the people
of Rhode Island fifty yvears ago could se-
cure an American constitution inde-
pendent of the old colonial charter, and
in spite of it and of the class it favored
American -Methodists can Americanize
their polity in spite of the restrictions
which seem to forbid it. They contend
that the method prescribed in the con-
stitution is not the only possible method
of revising a constitution, they are pre-
paring to test the question, and their
contention will be only the more earn-
est because of the vote of two to one
against equal rgaresentation Which al-
most every layman demands, and the
more recent vote on the woman ques-
tion, which, with two small conferences
to hear from at the time of this writing,
has polled 7,511 in favor, against 2609
opposed, lacking 154 of the required
three-fourths, with no prospect that this
15¢ will be overcome by the remaining
conferences, They are in rebellion
against such an un-American polity.

AN INTERESTING DENIAL,

So much has been written of Abraham
Lincoln that when it is announced that
there is {0 be a new book on that sub-
ject it has been assumed that the writer
can present nothing new regarding that
remarkable man and his deeds and
words. Nevertheless, it has remained
for the author of McClure’'s “Life of Lin-
coln” to refute a generally accepted re-
port of an act of the man which was a
dark stain upon his otherwise manly
character. Reference is made to the
statement that when all the preparations
had been made for the marriage of Mr.
Lincoln with Miss Todd he failed to
make his appearance. On its face the
story is improbable. That Kkindness of
heart and consideration for the feelings
of others which were such well-marked
traits of Mr. Lincoln's character would

' upon any person as a failure to
ar on the day set for his marriage
would be to the woman and her family,

were true, that the proud and
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fleld at the time and Intimate with the
family, who would have been present
had a wedding intended, pronounce
the story a falsehood. The same is true
of men who were intimate with Mr. Lin-
coin in those years. Some of the rela-
tives had never heard the story, and
others concluded that it was so vague
as to be unworthy of notice. The en-
gagement between Mr, Lincoln and Miss
Todd had been broken for a time after
the date of the marriage may have been
considered is the statement of the old
people consulted by the authors of Mc-
Clure's “Life of I.Anc:‘o!n,’: anc this was
probably the basis of the story. It was
given in Herndon's “Life of Lincoln."”
and was based upon the gossip of a
clerk in the office of Miss Todd's brother-
in-law, who did not live in or even as-
sociate with the family of his employer,
From the fact that the engagement had
been broken when marriage was con-
templated in the near future the story

| was evolved that the day was set, the

clergyman and guests were present, and
Miss Todd, dressed as a bride, walted for
the groom who came not.

The testimony which McClure presents
to refute the story is conclusive against
the unsustained story or gossip of Mr.
Herndof, who put into his biography
reveral statements regarding his old
partner which did Mr. Lincoln injustice.

FOREIGN VS, NATIVE FICTION.

J. Selwyn Tait, & New York publisher,
has been trying to explain why it is that
the works of English novelists have a
greater sale in this country than the
books of native story writers. His argu-
ment must be regarded as a defense of
publishers for giving preference to
foreign novels, and it cannot be said that
he makes a good case. After stating
that foreign authors last year contrib-
uted more than two-thirds of the fiction,
published in this country, he declares
that the cheap magazines cut into the
heart of the book trade and so lessen the
demand for pew fiction. Since the cheap
magazines, as well as the higher priced
ones, are largely made up of fiction, a
considerable portion of which in of En-
glish authorship, the bearing of their ex-
istence on the slighting of American
authors by the book houses is not ap-
parent. Upon the newspapers, howevér,
is laid the chief blame for the condition
of affairs. Newspapers are S0 sensa-
tional, ke says, that ordinary readers are
left with neither time nor inclination to
take up fiction, unless it be of the kind
which tends to further vitiation of the
taste. The press, too, according to Mr,
Tait, after creating this appetite for the
exciting, condemns as ““dime novels'" the
books of native writers who endeavor to
cater to it in an honest way by produc-
ing works after the style of Doyle, Wey-
man and Hope. Summed up, his view is
that the press must bear at least half the
blame because it fails to make haste to
“boom™ each new American novel, and
the public must bear the other half be-
cause of its adoration of the foreign
writer. On account of this stupidity of
the press and the people he concludes
that the majority of our domestic pub-.
lishers do not care to publish mnative
works because it is so much easier and
more profitable to handle the foreign
article.

If Mr. Tait had con nted himself with
making this stat‘&‘m‘ rst and omitting
the rest it would have been sufficlent,
especially as he acknowledges that
American novelists have, as a class, quite
as much ability and aptitude for their
work as their English brethren. In the
first place, press notices of books about
to be issued and of new authors do not
get into the newspapers by accident, as
every book publisher and every newspa-
per editor knows. Every well-conducted
publishing house has a “literary bureau”
in quite as active operation as that of a
political candidate, whose business it is
to keep the public informed as to what
authors are doing. As the most direct
means of reaching the people interested
in such matters this bureau supplies the
newspapers with accounts of the books
its house is about to bring out. As it is
much cheaper to buy a forelgn ,copy-
right than to give a fair price to a native
writer, and far easier to supply literary
information when it can be clipped from
the trade journals of British publishers,
the foreigm novels are naturally pre-
ferred and this country flooded with
fiction in no way superior and much of it
far inferior to that written by American
authors. Newspapers use as much or as
little of the literary iInformation fur-
nished them as they choose, but when
they have a mass of printed matter un-
loaded upon them asserting, for instance,
that Madam Sarah Grand's ‘“Heavenly
Twins" is “the greatest novel of the cen-
tury,” and find but a three-line note con-
cerning a book by a native author it is
but natural for the newspaper editors to
assume that publishers are judges of the
merits of their own wares, and to give
their own readers the substance of the
announcements as authentic literary
news.

It is mainly shrewd advertising, not
the paid and labeled variety, but the
kind classed as *“news’ that gives the
great number of English novels the
precedence. It was advertising which
caused that exceedingly heavy book
“Robert Elsmere” to have so great a
run; it was advertising that sold innum-
erable editions of the trashy work “The
Heavenly Twing,” and it was again ad-
vertising that caused people to read
“Ships that Pass in the Night”.and to
fancy that it was a work of genius when
it was far from being so.

It may be admitted that at present
England has perhaps tvo novelists who
are greater in their way than any living
American writer of fiction, but neither
Hardy nor Meredith is a popular writer.
Kipling, who must be classed as En-
glish, though he has spent the most of
his life in India and now lives in Ver-
mont, is not a novelist in the ‘common
acceptation of the term. With the pos-
sible exceptions named, American novel-
ists compare more than favorably with
the majority of British writers, and if
would be even more eagerly sought for.
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tcast, and curates and twaddle which
can be written by anybody who has the
pattern—he reads these when he would
really enjoy better Harold Frederic,
Henry Fuller, Mrs. Catherwood, Gilbert

Parker (a Canadian who writes Ameri- |

can storieg), Mrs. Rebecca Harding
Davis, Miss Jewet;, Mrs. Phelps-Ward,
Miss Murfree or a host of others who
could be named. Publisher Tait should
remain silent unless be can offer a bet-
ter plea.

The Topeka Jourral says that some of
the counties in southwestern Kansas pro-

pose to avoid the payment of . bonds
voted in boom times by refusing to levy
any taxes. Commenting on this situa-
tion, it says: “As long as Eastern bond-
holders insist on ‘sound money' they
need not be surprised at any turn which
may be taken by the debt-burdened
people of the West to escape the loss of
their homes.” This shows a very low
grade of honesty. People who run in
debt ought to weigh the difficulty of
paying before they incur the obligation,
The proposed action of the Kansas peo-
ple shows that complete repudiation of
honest debts !s only a step further on

the same line with the demand for cheap
money.

Unless the latest reports from South
Africa are panicky, the British Ministry
has more of war on itls hands than has
Great Britain since it was in the Crimea,
and one which will soon eat up the sur-
plus of revenue the past year, about $22,-
000,000. The last British campaign did
not reflect credit either upon the states-
manship or the military leadership of
Great Britain. Partly for this reason
the movements of the British in South
Africa will be watched with more than
usual interest.

New Signs of Spring.

There are some new and infallible signs
of spring. A few Yyears ago it was taken
for granted by some people that winter fled
on the appearance of the flower-bedecked
Easter bonnet. Others pinned their faith on
the robin or the bluebird perched on the top-
most 1imb of a leafless tree, and singing with
joyful heart, as the harbinger of spring. The
angler had an attack of that “tired feeling™
when he stuck a spade in the groumd and
turned up a nest of fat red worms; it was
“goggle-eye™ timge, When the amateur gar-
dener saw the little bunches of crocus blooms
enlivening his lawn and the lilac bushes
shooting out leaves, he felt certain the days
of frost had gone, and proceeded to uncover
his tulips, hyacinths and daffodils, so they,
too, might bloom and tempt mischievous
boys to commit vandalism or theft. The
farmer waited for the vernal equinox to pass,
and then began to reap his crop of lambs,
occasionally testing the soil to see if it was
dry enough to plow. All these were consid-
ered sure signs of spring less than a decade
ago, but none was reliable. An early April
blizzard frequently retired the Easter bonnet
for the winter felte or fur; the bluebird and
robin sped back south; the angler braced up
after attempting to impale a frozen worm;
the gardener re-covered his flowers and the
farmer retired to his fireside,

The up-to-date man and woman, or boy and
girl, take no stock in any of the old signs.
They have ocular evidence of springtime
that no blizzard can destroy. When they sce
the bicycle stores crowded with pecple in
the day time and :hgusands of lamps flash-
ing in the streets at night, they know for
certain spring has come; and even the *‘old-
est inhabitant” must admit that winter has
vanished when he sees a man, woman and
boy, all three on wheels, spinning by, with
fishing rods (not poles—mark the distinetion)
and creels attached to their backs or ma-
chines. These are some of the signs of the
day, and they are intallible.

At first glance one fails to see any connec-
tion between the Darwinian doctrine of evo-

lution and so dry a subject as patent law, yet

a recent decision brought them in juxtaposi-
tion. In the case of the Thomson-Houston

Electric Company vs. Western Electric Com.
pany and others, in the United States Coury
of Appeals, at Chicago, counsel had drawn
on the evolution theory to illustrate tfle siml-
larity in appearance of various devices whose

purposes and functions are wholly dissimilar,
In his deciston Judge Woods sald:

By way of further {llustration it is said
that "“there is a cabinet in the Agassiz Mue-

eugn, at CTambridge, containing a row of
mounted skeletons beginning_‘at one end with
a monkey and ending at e other with a
Caucaslan. The ddifference belween the ex-
tremes is wide enough, but the two half-way

chaps look ltke brothers.” ‘But they are not
brothers. By neither man nor monkey has
a live one of either kind ever been mistaken

for the other. and in skeleton, with all the
zeal of the Darwinians to find the missing
link, they remain to the experts easily dis-
tinguishable and can only bte said to resem-
ble. In the light of present knowledge the
Caucasian, as an invention, is not anticipated
by the n.

This Is neatly sald, but, while it puts Judge
Woods on record against the Darwinian
theory, it is npt econclusive of the question,
because gt is obiter dictum.

The arrest of the Burden jewalry robbers
by the London police was very skillful. As
both of the men arrested were servants of
Mr. Burden at the time the robbery wmas
committed, it is surprising that the New
York police did not shadow them and pre-
vent their departure for England. The
London police accomplished, without any
clew at all, what the New York detectives
failed to do with everything to ald them.

"The actual value of the jewels stolen was

estimated at $38,000, and as nearly all were
recovered the London police who made the

-arrests will get a handsome reward.

As the result of a law in Minnesota pro-
hib#ting the killing of moose the animals
have become very numercus in the northern
part of the State. Their breeding ground
i{s in an extensive wilderness in the north-
western part of the State, which, being al-
most inaccessible, forms an ideal park for
the largest game animals. For the next
few years moose hunting in that region
ought to be an attractive sport for gunners
who have tired of small game.

If California is going to adopt the thread-
bare and commonplace report of killing
frosts and damaged fruit crops she will
have to abandon her claim to orizinality.
Let us rather have a story of perpetual
spring and an endless succession of crops.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR.

- Sigm of Prosperity. -
“Wonder how Thompson is getting along?’

“First rate; first rate. T heard him saying |

the other day that there was no excuse at all

in this great and glorious country for a man |

to do other than well.”
Another Difference.

Watts—I guess it is a fact that there is no |

difference between genlus and insanity.

Potts—There is some, anyway. Inhtt
scrape on the |

very well get cut of a murder )
plea that he is a genius. IR |
" Neot Necessmrily. . .
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Zuntz to be due more to lessened activity of

the heart as a result of over-stimulation than

tbeldhlllnlML pressure of oxygen at the
eve

‘Some French biologists nave collected evi-
dence that the tuberculosis so common in
parrots is derived from their human com-

panions, and it has been further shown that
the parrots in turn may transmii the disease

to man.

dow-leve! bridges have been found advis-
able on Queensiand rivers subject 10 severe
floods. ‘*T'he cost of hkh-level bridges is ex-
cessive, those of moderate helght are

liable to be carried away, while the low-m

ones bmer; before ogs and drift-
wood m t::mgﬁt':gwn in considerable quan-

tities, so that the -‘angerous debris
harmlessly over.
1t has beep noticed in Germany that light-

ning often passes harmlessly through the ore
and molten iron of blast furnaces 1o the

earth, instead of being attracted to the

lightn conductors, The suggested explan-
al:l‘t‘m lll:;‘thn the agqueocus and carbon

vapor al
‘in the smoke column offer a better cond

to and through the furnace charge thdn
afforded by the rod outside. .

In an Investigation of copper-zine al-
loys, M. G. Charpy has tested eighteen dif-
ferent mixtures in various ways. After an-
nealing, it was found that the physical
properties vary quite regularly with the
rcportion of zine, the rigidity of the alloy
increasing with increase of this metal to
4% per cent.,, and the maximum toughness
being reached with zinc at 35 per cent.

The effect of a number of different subd-
stances op the germination of seeds has been
tested by M. Bruttini with solutions of 1 to 2
per cent. At the end of four days, seeds In
a saltpeter s=olution had sprouted to a de-
gree quite ual to that of seeds in pure
water, but solutions of mercuric chloride,
ferric chiloride, common salt and potassic

phosphate had much retarded or entirely
prevemed germination,

An electric furnaee for the reduction of
iron ores has been devised by Herr Urban-
Iszky. It is made large enough for the ac-
tion to be continudus and on the necessary
la scale, the carbons entering from the
top and being supported from a disk that
can be revoived around a vertical axis,

SBuch a furnace hgs important advantages
for obtaining a pure iron. Only one man is
necessary, and with 500 horse power about
220 pounds of pure iron can be produced in
twenty-four hours.

A warning to mariners who rely on the
popular theory that icebergs chill alr and
sea perceptibly for a considerable distance
all around has been given by Captain Mac-

millan, of the ship Dunhope. Careful ther-
mometric observations at regular intervals
showed no change in air or water on ap-
proaching ice from windward, the tempera-
tures being the same at a cable’'s length
as at several miles distance. On passing to
leeward of a berg a fall of a few degrees
was generally observed in the alr.

An air-tester, for showing the Jdegree of
contamination of the air of a workshop or
other place where people are crowded to-
gether, is an interesting apparatus lately
shown in Zurich. A closed glass vessel Is
filled- with a red fluid having the property
of bleached by carbonic acid. One end
of a giass siphon dips into the liquid, and
from the other end a drop falls every 1

seconds and glides slowly aown a cord Kkept
stretched by a weight. The more carbonic
acid the air contains the quicker the drop

loses color. The drop may turn white near
the upper end of the cord, if the air is very
foul, or it may pass nearly to the other end
before the change takes place, such gradu-
ations as “extremely bad," “very bad,"”
“passable” and “‘pure” being marked on
scale for the guidance of the observer.
The influence of the direction in which the
human body reclines in sleep, though often
discussed, is doubtless generally regarded as
a very {rivial question. So eminent a medi-
cal man as Sir W, B, Richardson has taken
up the maitter, however, and declares that
the effect of the earth's rotation has not
been properly investigated, and that is prob-
ably of much importance, especially to in-
valids, feeble and sleepless peopie, The
rapid motion of the earth tends to affect the

circulation. The blood is inclined toward the

ead or away from it, according as the head
is placed toward the east or tne west, and
Dr. IRichardson finds he sleeps most com-
fortably and wakens more readlly, with the

head in the westerly direction. The edit» il

Science Gossip points out that another

‘rious fact connected with the earth’'s rofaiun

is the temporary uneagsiness of animal.. 1hone
an hour bpefore dawn, no matier at * aal
hour this occurs. Children turn anc ry.an,
elderly people awaken and turn over for La-
other sieep, cocks crow, dogs become uncasy
and horses and cattle move about for a short
riod, when stillness returns for a time.
hat is the cause? Are animals, it is asked,
aftected by some magnetic wave which pre-
cedes sunrise an hour or so, or is the hanit
one of heredity, passed down through num-
Dberless generadons from an original wild
state when an alertness just before daylight
was necessary for protection from enemies?

The liquefaction of gases Is now a simple

mechanical process., In a recent demonstra-
tion in London, Dr. Hampson used an ap-
paratus twenty-eight inches high by s=even
in diameter, comprising three concentrie
colls of copper pipe separated by spaces
packed with wool. The gas, cooled only by
water, was forced by the pumps into the

tube at a pressure of 170 atmospheres., It
passed down the outer coll, up the inter-

mediate coil to a nozzle, from which it Is-

sued into the containing vessel of the ap-
paratus as a fine jet, and expanded near.y
t0 atmospheric pregsure, its temperature he-
ing lowered lccordﬁx 1o a well-known prin-
ciple. The gas thus cooled escaped back-
ward, being obliged to foliow the coils of
copper tube by ihe spiral convolutions be-
tween them until it reached the point of final
escape at the top of the vessel. In its course
it absorbed heat from the gas In the colls,
The entering gas was thus expanded at a
still lower temperature and a still egrle-:v.cr
reduotion of heat in the coils was exied,
until at last the temperature reached the
liquefy point of gas—1,806 degrees below
zero in‘the case of oxygen—when a consid-
erable proportion was condensed. The liquid
oxygen was caught in a glass tube at the
rate of about an ounce in a quarter of an
hour. The expanded gas is not lost, bt
is fronducted back to the compressing reser;
voir.

LITERARY NOTES.

“John Oliver Hobbes' is preparing a long
novel which is to be calied "“A School for
Baints.”

The library commitiee of Hull, England,
have deci not to buy the t laureate's
works, as "there is no demand for that class
of literature."”

Alexander Dumas has been much inevi-
dence in this conntry ever since the present

thea geason began. Elis “Camille,™
“De;?l:"l‘ “Friend of Women,"” “Céasarine”

and “Le Demi Monde" have all been played
under various names.

Mr. Crawford’s new novel, “Adam John-
stone’s Son,” will be published by the Maec-
millans before the end of the month. The

mﬁmﬁeu edition
umes.

Willlam D. Howells is much beloved in the

literary world. In spite of his success he
has never had a touch of the disease vulgar-

, he
many
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ABOUT PEUFLE AND THINGS,

- -

Professor Gleason, the horse tamer, has
sued for divorce on the ground of exireme
eruelty. ‘

Dorsan Astruc, the phflatelist, prides him-

for tw
e

Probably the champieon postal-card writer
of the world is Mr. Gladstone. He uscs
over four thousand a year.

Rev. G. Rodgers, an alleged Awnerican
minister, is in Lo seliing bogus de-
mﬁ’m the ““National Uni - rsity of

The new woman has ifnvaded Indi: The
question of laying out parks in towns for
gymnastic exercises of Zenana women i3
being ventilated in the press of that coun-
try.

Prince Charles and Princess Maund are 1o
spend about four months of every year in
England after their marriage, the rest of tha
time being spent in Denmark. Appleton

House, a place on the Sandringham estate,
is to be lent to them by the Prince of Wales.

The Empress of Austria’s villa at Corry,
which was built six years ago, and which

cost more than half a million sterling, = 10
be sold. The Empress Das not spent =iy
months in Corfu since the wvilla was fin-
ished, but declares heérself to be tired of
the piace.

Gen. Thomas L. Clingman, of North Car-
olina, who gained fame &s a commander of
Confederate 4roops during the war, and
was at one time a United States Senator,
is an applicant for admission to the Con.
federate Soldiers’ Home at Ralelgh. He is
eighty-three vears of e, and = helpiess
and without resources any kind.

It is now stated that the Dean of West.
minster has taken great pains 0o meet the
déemand that Dr. Johnson's gravestone shall

be Dbetter preserved and rendered more
conspicuous to the public. He has had the
ancient flaws in it made good Wwith pieces

of Irish marble, the lettering has been
cut deep and the letters filled with white

cement.
The Jews in Russia have lost one of thelr
best friends by the death of Dr. Sergius

Alexandrovitch Berschadskl, professor of
the Imperial University and the Lyceum in
St. Petersbu He had not a drep of Jew-
ish blood In his veins, but he devoted U
greater pant of his short-lived career 1o tha
interests of that race, and particularly (o
researches into their history in Russia, Po-
land and Lithuania.

In the newly published autoblographical
“Confilences” of the late Frederick Locker-

Lampson, the poet says his uncle used to say
that “‘you could not widen the mouth of a

Locker without injury to his ears.” One day
at Malta‘this frank old gentleman asked a
stranger who had just landed to take wine
with him, and expressed his obligation for
the favor by saying: “Yesterday, sir, 1 was
the ugliest man in all Malta.”

Bishop Merrill, of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, is a strong friend of Governor
McKinley, and would like to see him nom=-
inated. At the Maine Annual Conference,
over which he presided last week, a minister

was speaking of the hard times and the
difficulty the churches had in ralllnf neces=
sary funds, There had been neo Improve-
ment, he said, and none need be looked for
untii Mr. Reed is elected President. “That.”
said the Bishop, in his dry way. “amounis
to an indefiuite postponement.” The confere
ence saw the point. -

“Er—will you,” asked he of the maid,

“Have a glass of soda or lemonade?”

And then the maiden, blushing red-—

“I think I'll take a pop,” she said.

The youth turned red, the youth turned
white,

And then he fled, far through the night.

—{incinnati Enquirer.
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I am: how little more | know!
Whence came 1?7 Whither do I go?
A centered self, which feels and is;
A cry between the silences;

A shadow-birth of elouds at strife
With sunshine on the hills of life;

A shaft from Nature's quiver cast
Into the future from the pasti:

Between the cradle and the shroud,

A meteor's flight from cloud to cloud.

—Whittier.
SHREDS AND PATCHES.

Your platonic friend is apt to get real mad
if you propose L0 any one else.—Puck.

Again the gquestion of the day is, “"What's
the score? —Pittsburg Chronicle Telegraph.

Speaking about ornithelogy, 4id you know
that larks wére bred from swallows?—Texas
Bifter.

The dentist will make more money per
acher than any farmer in the land.—Boston
Transcript.

In every occupation there i= but one =afs
rule and that is always to do one's hesy,
—The Outlook.

An ostrich, which has & stomach (o stand

it, is never invited out to late suppers,
—Adtchison Globe.

The man who is true 10 the best he knows

will not mise heaven because he didn’'t know
enough.—Ram's Horn,

If a woman is rich and has coarse feat-
ues, t’bq are referred to as being “strongly
marked.”"—Atchison Globe.

A woman is beginning to get ol when
she has trouble in a hat that is be-
coming to her.—Atchison Globe.

The bustle and excitement of the winter

season Is drawing to a close. Now let us
have sweet peas. —Lowell Courler.
Most of us spend a consilderable portion of

Cﬂ why we 1id things we
- Journal,

The depths of middle-aged gen'lemen’s iz-
norance will never be known for want of
ml-c examination in this branch. —-George

The modern Christian who turns the oiher

cheek to the people who slap him In the face
will' get his head knocked off —Galverton

Nows.
“Mamma, why do they 2all it the weather
bureau?” “Because the top drawer is geon-
in such a frightful mess, [ suppose.”

o Record.

It Is a swed&ly wmolemn thought that neo

matter how the Booth famlily row termin-

ates no one but the devil is llkely to get
hurt.—Chicago Dispatch.

No matter how happy and contented a

ir ve him hance

mu?'wy m.(s. &';'Jn; you 1-:, Cn"(:nm.‘)-

les.—Los Angeles Express,

Made Her Tired.
Philadelphia Times.
“1 am ** said the fal Woman,
“of all this din which the men make about
ning women to be good wives and
is no denying there is no
A the world df i 1=




